Examination of three characteristics will usually allow you to determine whether the specimen is Lygus hesperus or Lygus elisus. The characteristics are observed by examining the pronotum, the propleura, and the wing membrane. To confirm the initial identification based upon the three most reliable characteristics, examine the shape of the scutellum and the relative length of the rostrum.
These species all have a smooth frons and yellow or green hind tibia. If your specimen does not exhibit these features, it is NOT one of the species identified in this publication. This publication has been anonymously peer reviewed for technical accuracy by University of California scientists and other qualified professionals. The ANR Associate Editor for Pest Management managed this review process.
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